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(Above) PWN managing editor Marco Patrone speaks to Brampton Ward 3 & 4 City Councillor Martin Medeiros in a FaceTime inter- 
view about the recent probe by the Integrity Commissioner. 


Brampton City Councilor Martin 
Medeiros has been cleared of allega- 
tions he leaked confidential informa- 
tion about Brampton’s bid for 
Amazon’s Headquarters to the media. 

Last January, some of Medeiros’ col- 
leagues on council complained that he 
gave away confidential details about 
the bid to host the e-commerce giant’s 
second headquarters in an interview 
with Peel Weekly News last fall. 

“They put a complaint against me 
and as of Wednesday, council con- 


Book your Swimming Pool 
opening now 
and avoid the rush. 


firmed the integrity commissioner 
came back with no findings essentially 
suggesting there’s no evidence that I 
disclosed in-camera information nor is 
pee any evidence to suggest that,” he 
said. 

Medeiros says the allegations never 
had any merit, and were an attempt by 
a rival faction on council to smear his 
reputation in an election year. 

“T think this is another example of 
those groups of councillors trying to 
put some negative spin on me as we 


gear up for an election.” 

In a story published last October, 
Peel Weekly News reported, “The city 
of Brampton has been looking at an 
area north of Derry Rd, between High- 
way 10 and Kennedy Rd. as a potential 
choice for e-commerce giant Amazon’s 
second headquarters.” 

The story quoted Martin Medeiros as 
saying the criteria have been clear 
from the beginning of the bid process. 
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Scrapping ‘fat Liberal contracts’ a priority in Granic Allen’s bid for Mississauga Centre PC nod 


by Marco Patrone 


Ripping up the Wynne govern- 
ites “fat contracts wile friends 
of the Liberal aie bring “im- 
mediate relief’, says Tanya 
Granic Allen, who is seeking the 
PC Party nomination in the new 
riding of Mississauga Centre. 

“IT made this very bold state- 
ment that I was going to rip up 
the wind turbine contracts be- 
cause Kathleen Wynne and Dal- 
ton McGuinty saw fit to give very 
lucrative, fat contracts to friends 
of theirs or allies of theirs who are 


getting fat offthe taxpayers of On- 
tario. I will say no to that and that 
will bring instant energy relief to 
ayers and Mississaugans,” 
she told Peel Weekly News. 
Granic Allen ran for leader of 
the PC Party, losing to Doug Ford, 
but gained a valuable profile as a 
principled conservative who 
clashed with previous leader 
Patrick Brown’s decision to cave 
on the carbon tax and sex educa- 
tion issues. 
Mississauga Centre is one of 


three ridings where the party ex- 
ecutive under new leader Doug 
Ford decided to hold new nomi- 
nation races. 

That opened the door for 
Granic Allen to run. She says 
public transit and rising housing 
costs are key issues and sees edu- 
cation as another important area 
of concern. 

“Tn Mississauga where our rid- 
ing is home to a lot of new Cana- 
dians, especially on the education 
file, Canadians want us to deliver 


ce ality. I think that’s something 
at’s not happening. Parents are 
concerned with math scores. We 
have to make sure we're improv- 
ing our education, not stagnating 
and definitely not lowering or 
standards.” 

Granic Allen has been a vocal 
opponent of the Wynne govern- 
ment’s controversial sex educa- 
tion program and is looking 
forward to scrapping it if Doug 
Ford becomes the next premier 
and she’s part of the government. 

“Like most people in Ontario, I 
believe there are things being 
taught to our children that are 
simply inappropriate, that sexu- 
alize our children. I think the fact 
this curriculum was developed by 
aconvicted child pornographer is 
quite shocking to parents.” 

Granic Allen says the problem 
with the curriculum isn’t just 


what’s in it, but what is absent 
from it. 

“There are a lot of things that 
should be taught in the curricu- 
lum. Pornography is a big issue 
that we need to update our cur- 
riculum, it’s not mentioned once. 
The words love and marriage are 
not mentioned once. So we're 
talking about repealing the cur- 
riculum and replacing it with 
something age appropriate, that 
doesn’t sexualize our children 
and something parents are com- 
fortable with.” 

Granic Allen also wants to pre- 
vent any future imposition of car- 
bon taxes from raising the prices 
of everything from fuel to food. 

“If I ask somebody in the 905 
or GTA, would you like an extra 
17 to 22 cents per litre added to 
your cost of fuel when you fill up 
your gas tank, I’m sure they 


would say no. Ditto with people 
in therural communities because 
that’s what the carbon tax will do 
in about five years. So I hear, 
enough with the taxes. We need 
better fiscal management. Hope- 
fully I'll be part of the team with 
Doug Ford that will lead this 
province on a better track. I don’t 
want to saddle the next genera- 
tion with this ridiculous debt. 
We're mortgaging our children’s 
future.” 

Granic Allen ripped into the 
latest Liberal budget, which plans 
to run deficits for another six 
years. 

“That's not a way to run a 
province. I can get my six-year- 
ae to do better mathematics than 

at.” 

Granic Allen dismissed sugges- 
tions her “common sense” family 
values are old fashioned. She says 

her pro-family opin- 
ions are the same as 
many others in Missis- 
sauga and is happy to 
champion them de- 
spite what her critics 


say. 

Shell be taking on 
her PC opponents at 
the Mississauga Centre 
nomination meeting 
on Apr. 21. 


Local lawyer steps up for NDP candidate nod in Brampton-East 


by Alex Gregory 


Pledging that he’ll fight 
and win by his own merits, 
local lawyer and activist 
Gurratan Singh accepted 
the nomination as the NDP 
candidate for Brampton- 
East Monday evening in 
front of a packed crowd. 

Gurratan, the chair of the 
city’s Inclusion Committee 
and the brother of federal 
NDP leader Jagmeet 
Singh, appeared on-stage 
at the Gore Meadows Com- 
munity Centre along with 
provincial leader Andrea 
Horwath in a strong show 
of unity. He said that the 
issues facing the area are 
only getting worse. 

“The issues people are 
facing aren’t going away, 
and they need strong advo- 


cates,” he said, citing 
healthcare funding short- 
ages, auto insurance hikes 
and community outreach. 

Chief among his con- 
cerns was the overcrowd- 
ing issue at the nearby 
Brampton Civic Hospital, 
which has been in a near- 
constant state of gridlock 
since first opening. 

“The day that hospital 
opened, it was under- 
funded,” said Gurratan, 
who kicked off his cam- 
paign at the hospital last 
week. He supported Hor- 
wath’s efforts to fight for a 
universal healthcare and 
dental plan that would be 
accessible by all Canadi- 
ans. 

“This is the direction we 
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need to go ... health is a 
fundamental right, and it’s 
incumbent on the govern- 
ment to provide for its cit- 
izens.” 

Backed by a crowd of 
youth volunteers and other 
candidates from across 
Peel Region, Horwath also 
spoke about the party’s 
commitment to supporting 
candidates like Gurratan, 
saying he is “the change 
Brampton needs” in com- 
parison to the Conserva- 
tives. 

“The PC platform is not 
change ... it’s a plan to do 
even more damage,” she 
said. 

Gurratan largely steered 
clear of direct attacks on 
the PCs, only noting in a 


9878 Dixie’ Road, Brattipton " 


media scrum afterwards 
that Conservative Leader 
Doug Ford is “not what 
Ontario needs right now”. 

He also addressed the 
connection to his brother’s 
federal role, saying that al- 
though he’s “honored” by 
the comparisons, he would 
rather have people support 
him based on his own mer- 
its. 

Other candidates in the 
Brampton-East riding in- 
clude Liberal candidate 
and CBC Hockey Night in 
Canada host Parminder 
Singh, and local realtor/PC 
candidate Simmer Sandhu. 


Federal NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh (right) and Provincial Leader 
Andrea Horwath (centre) raise their hands with Gurratan Singh 
(right) during a rally on Apr. 2, 2018. (Photo by Alex Gregory) 
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Delaney bashes reporter after debt comment backlash, 
then doubles down 


by Marco Patrone 


After claiming he was 
quoted out of context by a 
journalist who “didn’t tell me 
he was a reporter,” Liberal 
MPP Bob Delaney has dou- 
bled down on being “proud” 
of tripling the provincial 
debt. 

“I had one of those ‘WTF’ 
(an acronym standing for 
‘what the f***') moments 
after I read the story in the 
paper,” said Delaney in a 
radio interview with 640 
Toronto. 

The MPP for Mississauga- 
Streetsville has been under 
fire since a budget breakfast, 
during which he said he was 
proud his government tripled 
the provincial debt. 

A local paper quoted De- 
laney as saying, “We have 
tripled (the debt) and we’re 
proud of it, because we can 
afford it. It’s the responsible 
thing to do. It’s the correct 
thing to do, it’s what people 
have asked us to do and I 
would do it again and I would 
do it proudly,” Delaney said. 

When his comments be- 
came national news, Delaney 
hit back at the reporter who 
“kept asking the same ques- 
tion over and over and over 
again. After he repeated it for 
the third or fourth time, I said 
BS,” Delaney told radio host 
Matt Gurney. 

“The quote you read is not 
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Mississauga-Streetsville MPP Bob Delaney speaks during an 
event at Miss. Civic Centre in 2017. (PWN Staff Photo) 


complete,” he said, itemizing 
a list of projects including the 
building of a new GO Train 
station and expansion at 
Meadowvale paid for by bor- 
rowing. 

“And I said, I would 
proudly do it again and that 
part, the part where I was 
talking about what, having 
used largely debt capital to 
build in our community what 
a difference it made, that 


kind of changes the context of 
the quote I think.” 

The local paper responded 
by posting an audio file of the 
exchange between the re- 
porter and Delaney. 

The reporter is heard ask- 
ing Delaney when the 
province intends to pay back 
its debt and how the Liberals 
can claim to be running a 
$600m surplus while adding 
$13b to the debt. 


Delaney justified it by say- 
ing the province has more 
than doubled its GDP, lower- 
ing the percent of net debt- 
to-GDP and therefore, he 
argues, Ontario can afford 
more debt. 

The reporter pressed De- 
laney, noting Ontario’s share 
of the growing federal debt, 
and questioning whether the 
MPP was being ‘disingenu- 
ous’. The exchange appeared 
to become a debate and De- 
laney questioned whether the 
reporter was being ‘fair’. 

He said Ontario is not in 
debt trouble, “not at all we 
can easily afford to carry the 
debt we are carrying because 
our economy continues to 
grow.” 

When the reporter pointed 
out the problems the Liberals 
say they need to ‘fix’ by run- 
ning up the debt are of their 
own making, given they’ve 
been in power for 15 years, 
Delaney snapped. 

“Bullshit,” he said, then ex- 
plained he was ‘proud of 
tripling the debt,’ as the orig- 
inal story correctly points 
out. 

Peel Weekly News asked Fi- 
nance Minister Charles Sousa 
whether he agrees with De- 
laney’s comments. In a re- 
sponse from his office, Sousa 
said "we've worked hard to 
balance the budget this year, 


and expect to post a $600 
million surplus for the 2017 — 
2018 year. But while our 
economy is growing, not 
everyone is feeling the bene- 
fits of it equally. That’s why 
we made the deliberate 
choice to invest in mental 
health, health care, home 
care, child care and more — 
and I know all Ontario Lib- 
eral MPPs believe this is the 
right decision to make.” 

The CEO for the Missis- 
sauga Board of Trade re- 
leased a statement to Peel 
Weekly News saying he finds 
the government’s rationale 
for running up the debt, ‘per- 
plexing’. 

“We are perplexed to un- 
derstand why, in a time of 
bull markets, strong GDP and 
low unemployment, there is 
this pressing need to increase 
debt levels,” said David Woj- 
cik. 

He is critical of the recent 
Ontario budget, saying it 
“continues to increase the tax 
burden on small business. 
We should be working to- 
ward transferring a vibrant 
business environment and a 
healthy, debt free Ontario to 
the next generation,” Wojcik 
said. Under the Liberals, On- 
tario’s debt has tripled to over 
$311b, making it the most-in- 
debted sub-sovereign juris- 
diction in the world. 


Brampton councillor talks integrity probe and Riverstone 


Continued from Pg 1 


The winning site "has to 
be close to the major high- 
ways, have enough space to 
take on a big company as 
Amazon, access to ameni- 
ties important to Amazon in 
terms of transportation, 
close to recreational facili- 
ties, etc." he said at the time. 

Critics said that in a com- 
petitive process which Ama- 
zon’s headquarters is, giving 
away any details about the 
bid ahead of the deadline 
might give competitors an 
edge. 

Ward 9 and 10 Councillor 
John Sprovieri was among 
the five councillors who said 
Medeiros broke the rules. 

“There’s a number of peo- 
ple bidding, putting [in] a 
proposal. So I don’t know if 
the opposition learned 
about Brampton’s choice, 
whether that would give 
them an opportunity to con- 


vince Amazon that their side 
is superior to Brampton’s. 
When someone is putting in 
a proposal, you don’t want 
your competition to know 
what you're doing,” 
Sprovieri said. 

Having been vindicated, 
Medeiros says this wasn’t 
about confidentiality as 
much as it was about poli- 
tics. 

“When you get five coun- 
cillors to sign off on this, 
that this is a group orches- 
trated attempt to smear my 
name in some capacity.” 

Medeiros says he got on 
the wrong side of some his 
colleagues after opposing 
some of their controversial 
decisions. 

He says he’s very vocal 
and outspoken at council 
about decisions including 
increasing councillor 
salaries, a decision to op- 
pose the LRT coming up 
Hurontario St. and connect- 


ing to the Go Station down- 
town and a fairly recent de- 
cision about the city 
purchasing the Riverstone 
Golf and Country Club. 

“There’s been a lot of 
things which I’ve been very 
vocal about in letting resi- 
dents know and expressing 
my opinion. Because, not 
only do I think it’s impor- 
tant for residents to know 
but when it comes to one’s 
voting record, everything is 
public information.” 

Last year, Brampton 
council voted narrowly to 
greenlight the purchase of 
four acres of land and the 
existing building for $11.6 
million. Their stated goal is 
to renovate existing club- 
house into a seniors and 
recreation centre. 

Medeiros isn’t the only 
one to face an investigation 
by integritgy commissioner 
Guy Giorno. 

He is also investigating al- 


legations councillor Pat For- 
tini broke the code of con- 
duct by “misleading 
residents” about the River- 
stone Golf Course deal. 


Ward 7 and 8 Councillor 
Gael Miles brought forth the 
complaint after Fortini 


made some comments in a 
Peel Weekly News podcast. 
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Canadians push back against attacks on speech and freedom 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


The constant whining and 
caterwauling by those de- 
manding more ‘regulation’ 
on speech is extremely trou- 


bling, especially when 
backed by politicians who 
would so easily curtail fun- 
damental rights enjoyed by 
Canadians in a free society. 

Those rights, so critical to 
our democracy are infinitely 
more important to Canadi- 
ans than somebody’s hurt 
feelings or some politician’s 
desire to pander to one 
group or another. 

Those rights are under at- 
tack and it’s heartening to 
see Canadians defending 
freedom. 

The Muslim Council of 
Peel held a news conference 
last week and Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie joined with ‘other 
faith based groups’ to de- 
mand a federal crackdown 
on critics of Islam. 

“Join me as I stand with 
faith groups from across 
#Mississauga at the Muslim 
Council of Peel’s press con- 
ference,” she wrote on the 


social media site Twitter. 

Don’t expect me to join 
you in anything that attacks 
my freedom of speech, 
Mayor Crombie, and if 
youre willing to sacrifice 
those freedoms for votes, 
don’t count on mine. 

The Muslim Council’s Ex- 


ecutive Director, Rabia 
Khedr, called on _ the 
Trudeau government to 


“regulate the platforms to 
prevent hate from spread- 
ing.” 

“There is simply no re- 
course of online hate,” she 
said. "We need stronger 
laws that protect all of us 
from online bullying an 
hate.” 

Ms. Khedr, you're not the 
arbiter or authority on what 
constitutes “hate” under the 
law. Just because youre of- 
fended by something, does- 
n’t mean it qualifies as ‘hate 
and bullying,’ it just means 
you don’t like it. Too bad. 

In Canada, you enjoy the 
freedom of practicing your 
religion in peace and being 
able to speak your mind. 

Those freedoms cut both 
ways, and they are ab- 
solutely fundamental to 
who and what we are as a 


country. 

Somebody may have 
ripped up your holy book 
and you find that deeply of- 
fensive, but Christians have 
had to put up with this kind 
of stuff for decades and are 
expected to just turn the 
other cheek. 

That’s what life in a free 
society is about - putting up 
with critics who don’t agree 
with you. 

Maybe in the country of 
your origin, someone who 
tore or burned a book might 
be thrown in jail, buried up 
to their necks and stoned. 

We don’t do that here. In 
fact, we have fundamental 
cee that protect people 
who make statements you 
might find offensive. You 
might want to start getting 
used to it. 

Yes, there are reasonable 
limits to free speech, and 
unfortunately some of it has 
been criminalized, but it ap- 
pears your idea of what con- 
stitutes ‘reasonable’ is 
nowhere in line with the 
vast majority of Canadians. 

rere in ee o a 
pretty fair people but 1f you 
think, they'll lie down while 
you, the government, the 


Mr. John Martin @Johndm52Martin - 21h 
Replying to @BonnieCrombie and @NoBulll101 
Vote buying bunch of traitors. All she did was tear pages out of a book. Would 


you be making the same fuss if a citizen got mad & tore pages out of a 


Christian Bible? 
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police or anyone else runs 
roughshod over their free- 
dom to rip the pages out of 
a book, or post something 
online critical of a religion, 
you're sadly mistaken. 
Crombie found that out the 
hard way. 

She was immediately at- 
tacked for her anti-free 
speech stance on twitter 
with respondents calling 
her a traitor and panderer. 

That’s pretty strong lan- 
guage, and she or a staffer 
deleted those tweets, but 
the message was clear and 
overwhelming - you’re way 
off base on this one. 

The fact that other ‘faith 
based’ groups would stand 
there with you is no de- 
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fence. A pox on anyone’s 
house that thinks we need 
to shut people up because 
we find their message un- 
savoury or even offensive. 

So now we have Peel Po- 
lice investigating an alleged 
‘hate-motivated’ incident 
after a woman appearing to 
tear the pages of a Qur’an 
called the religious text “Sa- 
tanic.” 

Really? So cops have 
nothing better to do with all 
that ’sunshine list' money 
we pay them? 

Any draconian enforce- 
ment of ‘hate’ laws should 
be treated as a hostile attack 
on the freedoms we value in 
this country. 

It is a dangerous provoca- 


t 
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tion that freedom lovers 
should push back against in 
no uncertain terms. Vote ac- 
cordingly at all levels in the 
coming elections. 

Ms. Khedr, the Charter 
guarantees certain free- 
doms for Canadians. Cana- 
dian traditions and laws 
have reflected the freedoms 
set out in Section 2 for 
decades. 

If you don’t like it, we gen- 
erally don’t prevent people 
from leaving. 


Marco Patrone is the managing 
editor of Peel Daily News. 
editor@peeldailynews.com 
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Free speech group warns against ‘danger- 


ous’ push for Internet censorship 


by Marco Patrone 


Free speech advocates are 
pushing back against calls by 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie and 
others who are asking Ottawa 
to “regulate” some Internet 
posts critical of Islam. 

“It’s very dangerous because 
as soon as you begin to intro- 
duce bans on certain forms of 
speech, you move away from 
democratic societies,” said 
Joseph Hickey, Executive Di- 
rector of the Ontario Civil Lib- 
erties Association. 

“We are certainly opposed to 
introducing any few lawe that 
restrict freedom of expression 
on the Internet,” he told the 
Peel Weekly News. 

Ina recent news conference 
which Crombie attended, the 
Muslim Council of Peel de- 
manded restrictions on free- 
dom of speech including a 
shutdown of online critics of 
Islam on some social media 
sites like Facebook. 

Executive Director Rabia 
Khedr called on the Trudeau 
government to “regulate the 
platforms to prevent hate 
from spreading.” There is sim- 
ply no recourse of online 

ate,” she said. "We need 
stronger laws that protect all 
of us from online bullying an 


hate.” 

Crombie, who supported 
calls for a ‘crackdown’, was ac- 
cused on social media sites of 
selling out Canadian values 
while pandering to Muslim 
voters. Civil liberty advocates 
like Hickey say Canadians 
should oppose calls to restrict 
speech. “It always comes 
down to censorship when 
some ideas are permitted and 
some are not. We don’t want 
to move in a direction in soci- 
ety where we're allowing cer- 
tain kinds of censorship to 
start to become accepted and 
prevalent. We want to have 
real and robust freedom of 
speech.” 

The Muslim council has 
complained about Facebook 


sites including Never Again 
Canada. The site’s operator, 
Sandra Solomon has cam- 
paigned against Sharia law 
and has 218,000 followers on 
her site. Hickey says it may 
upset some people but free- 
dom of expression is ab- 
solutely essential in a society 
like Canada. 

“All kinds of criticisms and 
any different debates that are 
ongoing in society including 
debates surrounding religion; 
expression of ideas on all sides 
should be allowed.” 

“That’s how people are 
going to work things out, learn 
about one another and dis- 
cover new ways to live to- 
gether in society. So there 
needs to be free expression. It 


Pander much? 


* 
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needs to be robust and it has 
to be a real value that we ac- 
knowledge and uphold and 
value in Canada,” he said. 

The Ontario Civil Liberties 
Association has also opposed 
the legal proceedings against 
Kevin Johnston, a Mississauga 
resident charged with a hate 
crime. 

The group launched an on- 
line petition asking the On- 
tario government to drop the 
charge against Johnston of 
wilful promotion of hatred. 

"We believe that the pro- 
ceedings are harmful to Cana- 
dian society, in addition to 
being unacceptably unjust to- 
wards a citizen," the petition 
read. 


Burc Colins @eliteroofbc - 18h 
Replying to @BonnieCrombie 
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Cops issue warning after online 


seller ripped off 


Police are urging anyone 
selling items to strangers on- 
line to use buy and sell ex- 
change zones after a robbery 
in Brampton. 

On Mar. 25, two people 
made arrangements online to 
exchange items for sale in the 
area of Bovaird Drive West 
and Heart Lake Road. 

When they met, the person 
who was supposed to be the 
buyer prabbed the items from 
the victim and after a brief 
struggle, fled the scene with 
the property. 

Peel Regional Police say the 
theft could’ve been prevented 
if the two had agreed to meet 
in a buy and sell exchange 
zone. Such locations are in- 
tended to provide a safer 
place for property transac- 
tions arranged online. 

Police are looking for a sus- 
pect known by the name of 
Brandon. He is described as 


= 


male, black, 5’8”-5’9” feet tall, 
17-19 years old, clean shaven 
with a slim build. 

He was last seen wearing a 
blue hoodie, baggy blue jeans, 
a black bomber style hooded 
jacket with fur lining on the 

ood and a red patch on the 
right sleeve and blue retro 
style New Balance running 
shoes. 

Peel Regional Police con- 
tinue to investigate similar in- 
cidents throughout the 
Region involving thefts, rob- 
beries and frauds from online 
buying and selling transac- 
tions. 

There are buy and sell ex- 
change zone parking spaces 
at two locations: 

- 22 Division, located at 
7750 Hurontario Street in the 
City of Brampton, and; 

- 12 Division, located at 
4600 Dixie Road in the City 
of Mississauga. 


RUBBER-DECK.com 


Patio & Pool Deck Resurfacing 
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Hit-and-run leaves one in serious condition 


by Alex Gregory 


A Brampton man is being 
sought in connection with a 
hit-and-run that occurred 
late Monday evening. 

Peel Police’s Major Colli- 
sion Bureau responded to re- 
ports of a motor vehicle 
collision after 10 p.m. on Apr. 
2 in the Steeles Avenue and 
Bramalea Road area. 

Upon arrival, they discov- 


ered a female victim, who 
was transported to a trauma 
centre in Toronto with seri- 
ous injuries. 

According to reports, the 
victim, 45 year-old Linda 
Prakash of Brampton, was 
crossing the street when she 
was struck by car that was 
described as either a black 
Mazda or Honda 4-door 


sedan. 

The vehicle did not stop 
and fled the scene. Cops be- 
lieve the vehicle sustained 
damage to the passenger 
side, including a broken pas- 
senger side mirror. 

Police continue to look for 
witnesses who may have 
seen the incident or have 
recorded dashboard video 


footage 

Anyone with information 
regarding this incident is 
asked to contact Peel Police 
at (905) 453-2121, ext. 3710. 

Information may also be 
left anonymously by calling 
Peel Crime Stoppers at 1- 
800-222-TIPS (8477), or by 
visiting www.peelcrimestop- 
pers.ca. 


Meet Peel Police's two newest Deputy Chiefs 


Peel Police welcomed two 
new Deputy Chiefs last week in 
the wake o: ‘Deputy Chief Brian 

’ retirement. 

In a formal swearing-in cer- 
emony held atthe V. Kolb 
Centre for Policing Excellence 
on Mar. 27, Peel Police Chief 

Jennifer Evans introduced 
Peel's two newest Deputy 
reoae peel Chief Marc An- 

drews, a lo pe Brampton 
resident, and Deputy Chief In- 
grid Berkeley-Brown, a 
Georgetown, Guyana native 
who immigrated to Canada in 
1974. 

During the candidate selec- 
tion process the Police Services 
Board recognized the two 
Deputies for their skill, 
ence, and expertise throu 
their career. 


out 


With Police Chief Evans cit- 
ing his ‘great confidence in 
Both eee Chiefs’ abilities to 
lead within the organization 
and the community’, the two 
Deputy Chiefs received their 
designations within the organ- 
pete 

eputy Chief Marc Andrews 

is Pot s new Officer-in-Charge 
of Operations Support Com- 
mand. A position responsible 
for the oversight of Court Serv- 
ices, Record Services, the Com- 
munity Engagement and 
Inclusion Bureau, Emergency 
cuppen Services and Road 

ety Services. 

Likewise, Deputy Chief In- 

id Berkeley-Brown has been 

esignated Officer-in-Charge 
of Field Operations Command. 
A position responsible for the 


it of all Uniform Divi- 
ughout the Region of 


oversi 
sions 


Peel, the Communications Bu- 


reau, the Analytics Bureau and 
the Duty Inspectors Office. 


More than $3 million surplus 
reported in 2018 Caledon budget 


by Alex Gregory 


Addressing community 
needs and highlighting key 
management accomplish- 
ments were the focus of 
Caledon’s budget announce- 
ment, which took place 
Tuesday in the Town Hall. 

A surplus of $3,339,955 
from 2017 was announced 
via the Operating Budget 
Variance Report, which re- 
views the resources pro- 
vided by Council. 

Highlights of the budget 
include: 

- ensuring that properties 
are assessed in a timely 
manner, and that property 
owners are paying a fair 
share of property taxes; 

- Investing money that 
isn’t needed in the short- 
term to generate higher re- 
turns, as per the Town’s 


Investment Policy and 
Provincial regulations; and 
- Procuring goods and 
services at favourable rates, 
and allowing potential ven- 
dors to both obtain procure- 
ment documents and 
submit bids online via the 
eProcurements system 
“Town Council has a 
strong focus on using tax 
dollars to service our com- 
munity today while keeping 
an eye on our future needs,” 
Mayor Allan Thompson said 
in a statement late Tuesday. 
The bulk of the surplus 
will be placed in operating 
and capital reserves, which 
are intended to aid the Town 
and Council with fiscal flex- 
ibility in the event of unfore- 
seen service or 
infrastructure needs. 


April 27, 2018 
7:00 - 9:00 a.m. 


MAYOR ALLAN THOMPSON 
TOWN oF CALEDON INVITES YOU TO ATTEND: 


Mayor's 
Business Breakfast 


Tickets: $15 + Fees & Tax 
Tickets/Info: caledon.ca/mayor 


Keynote: Dr. Lance Secretan 


Royal Ambassador Event Centre 
15430 Innis Lake Road 


FEATURING: 


Author and global 
coach Dr. Lan 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN April 4_Layout 1 2018-04-04 3:23 AM Page 8 


Apr. 4, 2018 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 8 


Bruce 
Marshall 


Weekly Column 


April is Sikh Heritage 
month. - a time when Sikhs 
celebrate their accomplish- 
ments and rich history. 

This sect has a proud mar- 
tial history, providing some 
of the toughest troops in the 
Empire during both world 
wars in the 1900s. They've 
always been proud of being 
fierce warriors. 

But they're just as happy 
being peaceful contributors. 

I've spent a lot of time 
with Sikh friends over the 
past few years, starting with 
involvement in a City Coun- 
cil campaign a few years ago 
for Gurratan Singh, brother 
of NDP leader Jagmeet. 

Warm, welcoming, salt of 
the earth people. While I 
have no scientific survey, 
I've found they share an 
ethic of giving back and 
making the world a better 
place. These are the Sikh 
people I know — to a person. 

So I am disheartened by 
some of the un-Canadian 
bullying I've seen online 
against Sikhs. 

In one narrative is the 
commentary about Jagmeet 
Singh and what conferences 
he may have attended — and 
who else might have been 
there. 

Another more recent nar- 
rative has to do with the 
helmet exemption recently 
granted to Sikh motorcycle 
riders in Alberta. Some of 
what passes for “comments” 
have been vile and racist. 

The idea of separation of 
Punjab state in India, the 
home of Sikhism, is some- 
thing that divides even the 
Sikh community. Myself, 
I'm no supporter of sepa- 


ratism, whether it be Que- 
bec, Britain, Punjab or 
whatever. 

Economically I believe it's 
clear that we're better as 
part of larger federations 
rather than smaller state 
entities. However, under- 
standing the history of 
Sikhs in Punjab state pro- 
vides some context. 

Some Punjabis have al- 
ways wanted to separate 
from India. They've felt that 
they weren't getting their 
due in the Indian federa- 
tion. That reached a flash- 
point with the assassination 
by two members of her Sikh 
bodyguard of Indian PM In- 
dira Gandhi in 1984. 

One assassin was killed 
and the other captured by 
other members of that same 
Sikh bodyguard. 

However, the incident re- 
sult in a brutal crackdown 
by Indian authorities on 
Sikhs. There were also anti- 
Sikh riots which Indian au- 
thorities did nothing to 
stop. Never mind that the 
Sikh assassins were dealt 
with by other Sikhs in the 
bodyguard. 

This resulted in the Sikh 
Genocide, in which 3,000 
Sikhs died for no reason 
other than that they were 
Sikhs. 

It also resulted in the at- 
tack on the Golden Temple, 
a Sikh holy site and an ac- 
tion that Sikhs see as a vile 
desecration first and fore- 
most. 

So — Imagine for a mo- 
ment this wasn't Punjab 
state — Imagine it was Que- 
bec. And that all this was in 
living memory or many. 

Many who lost loved ones 
for the simple reason that 
they were, Quebecois, let's 
say... it's easy to understand 


Celebrating Sikh Heritage Month 


how emotions still run high. 

In our Sikh community, 
there are many opinions 
from a desire for reconcilia- 
tion to a fervent desire to 
complete the act of separa- 
tion. 

There are many temples — 
or Gurdwaras — and I'm 
told that every Gurdwara 
has a point of view — and 
within that congregation 
there may yet be further fac- 
tions. 

It's just the reality of 
something like the Sikh 
Genocide being a tangible 
memory for some. 


Photo Courtesy of Sikh Heritage Month 


However, in the group of 
fairly young people I know 
— they're the kindest, most 
embracing people. If all the 
Sikhs I know could be typi- 
fied for one thing — that 
thing would be their work 
toward a more positive, car- 
ing world for us all. 

I had the opportunity to 
attend the kick-off event for 
Sikh Heritage Month at 
Brampton City Hall this 
past Saturday. 

I must say that I was 
grieved to be one of only 
three Caucasian people cel- 
ebrating with them. 


So, this is why I mention 
this early in the month — so 
YOU can look up some of 
their events and get a 
flavour of their culture. 

You'll be fed — THAT'S for 
sure. One of the most beau- 
tiful ideas I've ever seen in 
any religion is the idea of 
the Langar. The Langar is 
the open kitchen that is part 
of every Gurdwara. 

Therein, when the temple 
is open — anyone of any 
background is invited to 
take a meal. 

I'm told that royalty has 
not thought it above their 


station to take a plate, cafe- 
teria style and eat cross 
legged sitting on the floor 
with others. 

You'll find good people 
and you'll be welcomed. 
And they'll so appreciate 
that you've taken time to 
learn a bit about their rich 
and interesting culture. 

And if it takes away some 
of the mystery or maybe 
even intimidation of their 
culture — that's a great 
thing. We talk about our di- 
versity. I believe we all 
should take the next step of 
celebrating with those of 
different backgrounds. 

Maybe you'll make a new 
friend with a distinctive 
name like Harjit or Brahm- 
bind or Sandeep or Jagmeet 
or Jaspreet or Sara — some 
of the fine souls I know and 
consider friends; who all 
share the last name, 
“Singh.” 

All of whom are Canadi- 
ans who work above and be- 
yond the call of normal 
citizens in making their 
world a better place for us 
all. That's something worth 
us all celebrating. 

You'll find events at the 
hashtag #sikhheritage- 
month. A list of Brampton 
events can be found at 
www.ontariosikhheritage- 
month.ca. 


Bruce Marshall is a Toronto 
voice-actor, and a long-time 
broadcaster with CHUM Radio. 
He was also a firefighter. 


He's active in local political is- 
sues in Brampton and is an ex- 
ecutive member of the 
Brampton-Centre NDP. 


Former Streetsville MP charged in real estate investigation 


by Alex Gregory 


Aformer Mississauga 
Member of Parliament 
has been charged with 
multiple counts of fraud 
after a sting operation 
helmed by the RCMP. 

71 year-old Wajid Khan, 
who previously served as 
an MP for Mississauga- 
Streetsville, as both a Lib- 
eral and Conservative, 
was charged with seven 
offenses as po of a $1.1.- 
million real estate inves- 
tigation helmed by the 
RCMP’s Sensitive and In- 


ternational Investigation 
Division, including three 
counts of false pretense 
and three counts of fraud. 

The RCMP’s investiga- 
tion, which began in Jan. 
2015, showed that Khan 
and 48 year-old Nadeem 
Imtiaz Ahmed, who was 
also charged with false 
retense and fraud, de- 
rauded several victims of 
their money, under the 
claim that the funds were 
being used to purchase 
investment properties in 


Pakistan. 

According to senior offi- 
cials, additional charges 
may be laid on Khan and 
Ahmed if more victims 
come forward. 

RCMP National _ Divi- 
sion Criminal Operations 
superintendent Denis 
Desnoyers said in a state- 
ment late last week that 
Canadians should edu- 
cate themselves to recog- 
nize various types of 
frauds. 

"Swindlers claim affilia- 


tion with reliable sources, 
provide believable an- 
swers to tough questions 
and hide the truth in the 
fine print,” he said. “Pro- 
tect yourself with the 
facts and be skeptical 
whenever a deal seems 
too good to be true." 

Khan was the first Mus- 
lim MP elected to the Lib- 
eral Party, in 2003, and 
served for five years be- 
fore crossing the floor to 
become a_ Conservative 
MP in 2008. 
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Whittemore onboard as Mississauga’s new Planning Commissioner 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga has a new 
man with a plan. 

The City announced last 
week that Andrew Whitte- 
more will be taking over 
the position of Commis- 
sioner of Planning and 
Building, effective Apr. 
16. 

Whittemore, who has 
worked for the city on a 
number of initiatives, in- 
cluding the implementa- 
tion of the Affordable 
Housing Strategy, takes 
over from previous Com- 
missioner Ed Sajecki, who 
is retiring. 

Whittlemore got the job 
following a national hir- 
ing competition. 

In his role, Whittemore 
will oversee long-term 


planning for the city 
within existing policy 
frameworks, as well as 
oversee three divisions 
comprising building, de- 
velopment and design, 
and city planning strate- 
gies. 

“Mississauga is a dy- 
namic city that is under- 
going a remarkable 
transformation from sub- 
urban to urban city,” he 
said in a statement last 
week. 

“Leading this continued 
transformation is an in- 
credible opportunity.” 

Whittemore previously 
worked for the planning 
department at the City of 
Halifax, and helped de- 
liver the city’s first Re- 


gional Planning Strategy. 

“It is wonderful to wel- 
come Andrew on to the 
City’s Leadership Team,” 
said city manager Janice 
Baker. “He is a strategist 
and partnership builder 
who is passionate about 
creating a great city.” 

Whittemore will also be 
directly involved in the 
creation of policies, plans, 
processing development 
applications and building 
ara and undertaking 

uilding inspections to 
ensure the health, safety 
well-being of the pub- 
ic. 


Women Build safer homes in new initiative Discussing the “Big Picture” of 
the Hurontario LRT 


by Alex Gregory 


Habitat for Humanity 
GTA is calling on women in 
the community to help 
combat unaffordable and 
unsafe housing with a new 
initiative that’s set to kick 
off next month. 

The Women Build project 
will be held on May 3-5 
and May 9 - 12 at the 
McLaughlin Road _ build 
site in Brampton, will bring 
women together in a 
shared mission to help 
families in need of a decent 
place to call home. 

Participants can join as 
an individual or as a team 
of friends, family or col- 
leagues, with each person 
commiting to building a 
home for one day with the 
assistance of volunteer 
Crew Leaders, and raising 
a minimum of $500. 

Funds raised will go di- 


In 2003, the Liberals 
took power...is 
their time up? 


rectly to building homes in 
the GTA. Atotal of 13 
homes will be built over the 
course of the initiative. 
Recent stats released by 
Habitat for Humanity show 


that housing continues to 
be a source of concern 
within Peel Region. 
Approximately 43% of 
renters in the Greater 
Toronto Area spend more 


ONTARIOPC 


than 30% of their pre-tax 
income on housing, and 
approximately 22% of 
renters in the GTA spend 
more than 50% of their 
pre-tax income on housing, 
forgoing necessities such as 
food, clothing, and furni- 
ture. 

Additionally, an appoxi- 
mate 30% of Habitat for 
Humanity GTA homeown- 
ers are single mother fami- 
lies. 

According to organizers, 
Women Build is intended 
to help promote empower- 
ment, solidarity, learning, 
and pride by bringing like- 
minded women together to 
fundraise and build for a 
worthy cause. 

Those interested in par- 
ticipating can register on- 
line at womenbuildgta.ca. 


Residents who want to 
learn more about the 
Hurontario LRT and how 
to address its construction 
disruption are invited to 
join the Mississauga Board 
of Trade for a speaker 
event on Apr. 12. 

Two transportation ex- 
panes expers, Rollin 

tanley (City of Calgary’s 
General Manager of Urban 
Strategy) and Darshpreety 
Bhatti (Hurontario LRT 
Doig director, Metrolinx) 

lead a_ presentation 
called “Building on ee 
structure Investment”, 


which participants will find 
out what to expect as com- 
muters and business for 
the LRT project, which 
runs for the length of the 
Hurontario corridor up Hs 
Gateway Terminal 
Brampton. 

The event will run from 
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. and 
will be held at the Monte 
Carlo Inn Airport Suites 
(7035 Edwards Blvd). 

Admission is free. For 
more information, visit 
www. mississaugabramp- 
tonlrt.com. 


Into June election 


Is it opposition 
time for the NDP? 


2018 Provincial Election coverage here...Soon. 
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Beast Lose 4-1, Have Only Three Games Remaining This Season 


by Benedict Rhodes 


On Saturday night, the _ of the season. end as they play their final Wheeling Nailers on Fri- against the Wings on Sat- home to end the season. 
Brampton Beast were in The 2017/18 season three games, two of them day night, travel to Kala- urday before hosting the 
Worcester, Massachusetts comestoaclosethisweek- at home. They host the mazoo for a final game Adirondack Thunder at 
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for a game with the —_— : ae 


Worcester Railers. 

Railers forward Dylan 
Willick opened the scoring 
at 11:20 of the first period, 
beating Brampton goal- 
tender Chris Dreidger with 
a well-placed shot for the 
only goal in the period. 

The Railers scored an- 
other a of goals in the 
second period, between 
Matthew Gaudreau at 
10:15 and Barry Almeida 
at 12:21, giving Worcester 
a commanding 3-0 lead 
going into the second in- 
termission. 

47 seconds into the final 
frame, Nick Saracino gave 
Worcester a 4-0 advantage 
before Brandon MacLean 
pulled one back for the 
Beast to end Railers goalie 
Mitch Gillam's shutout. It 
was MacLean's 18th goal 


Steelheads fall in playoff battle against Barrie Colts 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads returned home for an 
afternoon matchup, taking 
on the Barrie Colts in game 
six of the Eastern Confer- 
ence Quarterfinal. 

Barrie won on Saturda 
night, taking the series ead 

at 3-2. 

The first period saw both 
teams trading shots back 
and forth, but goaltenders 
Jacob Ingham and Leo 
Lazarev held down _ the 
crease for both the Steel- 
heads and the Colts. 

Mississauga received the 
first power play opportunity 
of the game when Aaron 
Luchuk was called for cross- 
checking at 8:11 of the 
frame. 

The Steelheads had their 
chances, but could not con- 
vert on the man-advantage. 

The Fish also got the first 
goal of the game when 


Michael McLeod tallied his 
sixth of the playoffs, with 
the helper going to Cole 
Carter. 

Mississauga ended the pe- 
riod on the penalty kill when 
Nic Hague was called for 
tripping with less than a 
minute to go. Shots were 1 
12 for the Steelheads head- 
ing into the first 
intermission. 

The Steelheads started the 
second period on _ the 
penalty kill with 1:05 re- 
maining in the Hague trip- 
ping call, but the Fish 
successfully killed it off. 

Shortly after, Cole Carter 
scored his third of the post- 
season off a no-look dro 
pass from Michael McLeod, 

iving the Steelheads a 2-0 

ead. 

At 8:59 of the frame, An- 
drei Svechnikov was caught 
hooking and giving Missis- 


sauga another power play 
opportunity. 

The Trout failed to con- 
vert on the man-advantage. 
The Colts capitalized on 
Svechnikov coming out of 
the box and notched their 
first goal of the game off an 
Aaron Luchuk shot at 11:08 
of the period. 

Less than 10 seconds later, 
Zachary Magwood tapped 
one in to tie the game at 
two. Barrie scored once 
again at 13:55 when Mag- 
wood tallied his second goal 
of the game. 

Late in the frame, Owen 
Tippett was called for slash- 
ing and the Steelheads fin- 
ished the period on the 
penalty kill. Shots at the end 
of the second were 29 for 
both teams. 

The third period started 
with the Steelheads trailing 
3-2. Andrei Svechnikov 


scored early in the frame to 
ive the Colts a two goal 
a hysical and 

Things ical an 
the Steel ae hed three 
straight penalties awarded 
in their favour, but could 
not score on the man-ad- 
vantages. Svechnikov 
scored his second of the 
game shorthanded at 10:07 
of the period, making it 5-2 
ey , ; 

The Colts got a power play 
of their own and scored 
once again, this time off a 
Dmitry Sokolov shot, giving 
the Colts a 6-2 lead. 

Barrie added two more 
goals, winning the game 8-2 
and taking the series 4-2. 

The Steelheads’ season 
has ended until later this 
fall, when they return to reg- 
ular season play. 


A big thank you to all of our fans for a great 


2017 / 2018 season, see you all next year. 


For Season Tickets go to: 
www.mississaugasteelheads.com 
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Brampton non-profit hosts project to 
help Nepalese youths 


Brampton non-profit 
Canadian Newa Guthi closed 
off a project last week which 
highlighted local Nepalese 
youths in the apa and 
the importance of local cul- 
ture. 

The closing ceremony for 
the project, titled “Bridging 
Canadian Nepalese Youths 
with Newcomer Nepalese 
Immigrants”, was a_ five- 
month project designed to 


connect new Nepalese resi- 


dents with _ established 
youths. 

Honorary Consul General 
of Nepal Dr. Kunjar Sharma, 
initiated the closing cere- 
mony for the project, which 
was held on Mar. 28, by 
lighting a traditional lamp 
and discussing the role that 
Guthi has ete in celebrat- 
ing Nepalese tradition and 
culture in the local area. 

Also speaking at the pro- 
gram was Brampton-West 


MPP Vic Dhillon, who high- 
lighted the importance of 
culture in strengthening di- 
versity. 

“It is praiseworthy to start 
a settlement-related_pro- 
gram by (Guthi), the first of 
its kind within Canadians of 
Nepali ancestry,” he said at 
the ceremony. 

Brock University professor 
Dr. Tom O’Neil ptt 
the importance of serving 
newcomers for their better 
settlement, while project co- 
ordinator Nabin Shrestha, 
and task force member Dr. 
Rinjan Shrestha shared their 
progress, challenges and next 
steps. 

Guests were also enter- 
tained by the Nepalese folk 
musical band “Himalayan 
Vibes” and dance perform- 
ances by youth volunteers. 

The project was vee 
with funding from the Min- 
istry of Citizenship and Im- 
migration. 

The organizers have said 
they have plans to host a 
Newa food event in the near 
future, as well as a Nepalese 
classical and folk concert 
with the support from the 


City. 


Community Media Outlet launches 
“Harmonize Hub” to combat racism in Peel 


Anew community-run pro- 
gram launched last week, 
which is intended to fight 
racism and exclusion across 
Peel Region. 

Brampton Focus Commu- 
nity Media launched the “Har- 
monize Hub” on Mar. 25, 
which brought together a num- 
ber of diverse community and 
culture groups to collaborate 
and share their contributions 
to Canadian society. , 

“Too _ often, community 
groups choose to stay in artifi- 
cial silos rather than work 
together for the benefit of 
the broader community,” 
said Brampton Focus 
founder and Harmonize 
Hub organizer Don 
McLeod. 

“This silo approach 
isn’t specific to ethnic 
groups. It includes most 
non-profit efforts, chari- 
table causes and political 
campaigns as well as the 
approach that large cor- 
porations take when 
marketing their products 
and services.” 

The program launched 
with an online hub 
(ww.harmonize.ca), 
where community 


groups will have access to 
training Riven and re- 
sources to learn more about ef- 
forts to combat hate and 
racism in the Region. ; 
Organizers at the event said 
that the initiative was partially 
inspired by Carabram and 
Carassauga, the two major cul- 
tural celebrations in the region. 
McLeod spent time last sum- 
mer organizing online video 
coverage of the Carabram 
pavilions and performances, 
and said he wanted the entire 
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city to be able to experience the 
vibrancy of different cultures 
that the region has. 

“(With Harmonize), we can 
now showcase these groups 
and many others year 
round,” he said. 

The event is designed for 
community leaders, with the 
intention that these leaders will 
go back to the board members 
and communities and encour- 
age participation in the pro- 
gram. 
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Caledon Walk of Fame opens creative noms for 2018 season 


by Alex Gregory 


Nominations are open 
once again for the Caledon 
Walk of Fame, the Town’s 
long-running ceremony 
honoring distinguished 
residents in the local com- 
munity. 

Located in the Trans 
Canada Trail Pavilion Park 
on the west side of Airport 
Road, the Walk of Fame 
features a series of stones 
which are placed, one per 
year, to honor a recipient 
during a formal ceremony 
when there is a qualifying 
nominee. 

The Walk of Fame rec- 
ognizes a candidate picked 
from one or more cate- 
gories, including arts and 
culture, environmental en- 
deavors, _ philanthropic 
and humanitarian causes, 
and sports and leisure ac- 
tivities. 


Past residents honored 
have included local au- 
thors Farley Mowat and 
Robertson Davies, film- 
maker Norman Jewison, 
hockey maven Conn 
Smythe and last year’s re- 
cipient, former broad- 
caster and politician Isabel 
Bassett. 

Nomination forms are 
available at 
caledon.ca/walk until Fri- 
day, May 4, 2018 at 4:30 
p.m. 
The nominee must be 
a Canadian citizen who 
has made a significant 
contribution to the quality 
of life, not only in Caledon 
but through national and 
international recognition. 

Only one nominee at a 
time will be honoured, and 
they will receive a stone 
placed in their honor dur- 


ing a formal Walk of Fame 
ceremony. 
The 2018 honouree 


SS SS SU 


will be named in June with 
the induction ceremony 
scheduled for the fall. 
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Nomination forms can Old Church Road, Caledon 


also be submitted to the 
Office of the Mayor at 6311 
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The 2017 Caledon Walk of Fame ceremony, which honored local resident and broadcaster Isabel Bassett. (Submitted Photo) 
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Honored During 2018 MARTY Awards 
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Confirm and Update your Voter Information 


Local artists will be honored 
next month during the the 24th 
annual MARTY Awards, which 
brings emerging and estab- 
lished talent together for a night 
of entertainment and recogni- 
tion. 

The awards ceremony, which 
takes place on May 10 at the 
Mississauga Convention Cen- 
tre, promises to be bigger and 
better than ever, said MAC ex- 
ecutive director Mike Douglas, 
featuring a greater variety of 
acts and more performances. 

“Tt’s been said that civiliza- 
tions are measured by what 
they celebrate, and in Missis- 
sauga, celebrating outstanding 
works of creativity across all arts 


disciplines has been MAC’s ho- 
nour for the last 24 years,” he 
said. 

Since its roots at the Living 
Arts Centre's Hammerson Hall 
in the early 90s, the festival has 
grown to encompass a broad 
spectrum of artists, as well as a 
collaborative culture where 
like-minded artists are encour- 
aged to work together and hone 
their craft. 

Last year’s recipients in- 
cluded Lifetime Achievement 
Award winner and best-selling 
author Robert J. Sawyer, singer 
Alx Veliz, Downchild Blues 
Band frontman Chuck Jackson, 
local community advocate Jake 
Dheer and the Mosaic South 


Asian Heritage Festival, among 
other winners. 

Nominees are chosen based 
on criteria demonstrating ex- 
cellence in their work. Douglas 
said that the council recognizes 
the contributions made to the 
arts community as part of its 
mandate to build a great city 
through cultivating the arts. 

Tickets are still available for 
the gala, which begins at 6:30 
p.m., and cost $75. Tables often 
are also available for $750. 

For more information, visit 
the MAC website at www.mis- 
sissaugaartscouncil.com/event 
/the-2018-marty-awards. 


With municipal and school 
board elections quickly ap- 
proaching this fall, Region of 
Peel residents, property own- 
ers, and tenants over the age 
of 18 are invited to learn 
more about their voting 
rights and user information. 

The Region are reminding 
residents of services such as 
www.voterlookup.ca, which 
allow them to check to see if 
they're on the list to vote and 
ensure their voting informa- 
tion is correct. 

The online tool, which is 
owned and managed by the 
Municipal Property Assess- 


ment Corporation (MPAC), 
allows eligible voters to log in 
using their property address 
or assessment roll number, 
full name, and date of birth. 

Once logged in, residents 
can update or change their 
information, associate an ad- 
ditional name with their ad- 
dress or change their school 
support. 

The online service is in- 
tended to allow for ease of 
use and higher efficiency 
when voters head to the polls 
in October, according to city 
clerk Diana Rusnov. 

“(This) will provide the City 


with accurate and up-to-date 
information for preparing the 
final voters’ list used on Elec- 
tion Day,” she said in a state- 
ment last week. “This makes 
it easier and more efficient 
when voters head to the polls 
in October.” 

To find your voter eligibility 
status in advance, visit 
www.votelookup.ca or call 1- 
866-296-6722 in order to 
confirm and update your in- 
formation. 

The 2018 municipal elec- 
tion day is scheduled for Oct. 
22, 2018. 


Heritage Mississauga Hosts AGM This May 


the AGM at 7:00 p.m. and 
guest speakers at 7:45 p.m. 

For more information 
or to confirm attendance, 


Heritage 


General 
Wednesday, 
Clarke Memorial Hall in 
Port Credit, featuring a se- 
lection of guest speakers. 
This year’s AGM will 


feature presentations from 


Ward 1 Councillor Dave 


Cook and local architect 


Michael Spaziani, as well as 
introduce attendees to the 
2018-19 Board of Directors. 


Registration will begin 
at 6:30 p.m., followed by 


Mississauga 
will host its 2018 Annual 
Meeting on 
May 16 at 


call Kelly at (905) 828-8411, 
ext. O, or e-mail info@her- 
itagemississauga.org. 
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6A Brant Avenue 
Hurontario & Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit 


Are you looking to 
restore your old photos? 
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Brampton Fire uses “big data” in rescue efforts 


by Alex Gregory 
“Big data” is helping 
Brampton’s fire service 


save more lives. 

The fire department an- 
nounced last week that it 
has been working to in- 
crease response time in 
Brampton by using a vari- 
ety of metrics - including 
in-house records and data 
from Environics, among 
other metrics - to gain a 
better understanding of 
where fires are occurring 
and what their causes are. 

Specifically, three neigh- 
bourhoods have been iden- 
tified as priority areas with 
a higher instance of fires, 
including the Brampton 
City Centre (adjacent to 
Bramalea City Centre), the 
communities of Ridgehill 
and Armbro Heights. 

Between 2012 and 2017, 
the three zones saw a com- 
bined 250 fires, represent- 
ing 32 per cent of all 
residential fires in the city. 


Addressing the needs of 
the priority areas and de- 
veloping a risk reduction 
plan is key for Brampton 
Fire going forward, said 
Chief Bill Boyes. 

“Tm confident our extra 
effort on training and pub- 
lic education, targeted to 
the three key areas, will 
have a positive impact on 
the lives of Brampton resi- 
dents,” he said last week. 

The “big data” will help 
drive public education ef- 
forts and improve fire 
safety in the city, he ex- 
plained. 

A map-based, visual 
presentation, which can be 
accessed from the City’s 
website through any com- 
puter or mobile device, 
shows a greater breakdown 
of the study. 

Of the 250 fires identi- 
fied, between 30 - 40 per- 
cent of them started in the 
kitchen. 


Some of the target neigh- 
bourhoods have a large 
number of high-rise resi- 
dential buildings, and in 
general, the GTA has seen a 
one to two per cent in- 
crease in the number of 
high rise fires every year. 

There are only 88 high 
rise apartment buildings in 
Brampton, but fires at 
these locations account for 
16 per cent of all residential 
fires. 

Boyes said in a statement 
that Brampton Fire will be 
responding with a commu- 
nity effort to increase pub- 
lic education and _ fire 
prevention by showcasing 
the dangers of unattended 
cooking in the kitchen and 
the importance of using 
fire alarms. 

All Brampton firefighters 
have also been trained to 
have the equivalent of a 
certified level one fire 
safety educator. 


Fire prevention officers 
will be stepping up safety 
inspections, focusing on 
high-rise buildings and 
vulnerable occupancies like 
seniors’ homes. 

“Unattended cooking and 
smoke alarms continue to 
be of concern in Brampton 
— not just in the target 
areas, but across the city,” 
said Brampton Councillor 
Michael Palleschi. 

“We know working 
smoke alarms save lives; 
ensure you install them on 
every floor of your home, 
outside all sleeping areas, 
and never leave food unat- 
tended while cooking.” 

More public education is 
planned for the upcoming 
months. 

Residents looking for 
more information on the 
initiative and to access the 
“big data” map showcasing 
priority fire zones can visit 
www.bramptonfire.com. 


Spotlight on Rasheeda Motiwala 


Rasheeda Motiwala re- 
cently won first prize in Vi- 
sual Arts Mississauga’s 
Members’ Show and Sale, 
and gave her thoughts on 
her paintings and creative 
work last week: 


Q: What inspired your 
winning painting? 

A: The colour. When I 
started the painting Claret 
Blossoms, the inspiration 
was the color of flowers in 
front of me. I just started 
with a few basic forms of 
the flowers and then let the 
brush and pigments do the 
rest. 

Although the end result 
was completely different 


from the subject in front of 
me, I guess that's the 
beauty which inspired me. 


Q: What meeps you in- 
spired artistically? 

A: Itry to paint every sin- 
gle day because it gives me 
energy and motivation. I 
use nature as my subject 
mostly, as an interpretive 
source to convey my inner 
soul and that's why my 
paintings are realistic as 
much as abstract. 


Q: What is your best ad- 
vice to other artists looking 
to stay motivated? 

A: Keep working. Keep 
painting. Never stop! 
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Travis Knights 


Memories of Louis Jannetta (Stage performance, Living Arts Centre) 


Te Mississauga, March 23, 2018 
Wemanies of Louis Yannetta he me 


Hayley Preziosi Qwyn McLaughlin 


Lou Bartolomucci 
Guitar 


Aaron Ferrera 
Drums 


John Ebata 
Musical Director 


Patti Wheeler Dave Baker 
Saxophone Bass 


Danny Turco 
Guitar 


Thank you everyone from all the cast and crew. 
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Reintroducing Aggregate Legislation  2egionofPecl introduces electronic 


Bid Submission for Vendors 


by Sylvia Jones 

Last week, I re-intro- 
duced legislation to en- 
sure that recycled 


aggregate is considered in 
as many infrastructure 
projects as possible. 

The prorogation of the 
legislature on Mar. 15 


means that all legislation 
needs to be reintroduced 
and proceed through the 
legislative process again. 
In 2015, the govern- 
ment incorporated parts 
of my original legislation 
by mentioning the use of 


recycled aggregates in the 
principles of their infra- 
structure legislation. 
However, since that 
time, reports from Aggre- 
gate Recycling Ontario 
and the Environmental 
Commissioner, make it 


clear that more can still be 
done. 

Brian Messerschmidt, 
the previous Executive 
Director of Aggregate Re- 
cycling Ontario, has said 
that Infrastructure On- 
tario and Metrolinx are 
failing to use as much re- 
cycled aggregate as possi- 
ble. The Environmental 
Commissioner’s 2017 re- 
port showed that 
Metrolinx is a laggard in 
using recycled aggregate. 

Maximizing recycled ag- 
gregate will reduce the 
need for new aggregate. 

The government is the 
largest purchasers of ag- 
gregate in the province, so 
it is their responsibility to 
use recycled aggregate 
whenever possible. 

I will continue to use 
every opportunity to fight 
for the legislation I be- 
lieve will make a differ- 
ence to the people of 
Dufferin-Caledon. 


Sylvia Jones is_ the 
Member of Provincial 
Parliament for the Duf- 
ferin-Caledon area. 


As of Mar. 26, The Re- 
gion of Peel has introduced 
electronic bidding via an 
online service known as 
bids&tenders. 

This new initiative cre- 
ates a system in which ven- 
dors are no longer required 
to visit the Region to sub- 
mit bids as a new online av- 
enue for bid submission 
has opened via the plat- 
form. 

Bids&Tenders _ allows 
Peel to operate a platform 
allowing vendors to review, 
register, and submit bids 
for goods and services on- 
line. Guidelines for this 
service are as follows: 

All vendors interested in 
bidding on the Region's bid 
posts must register with 
the platform. 

The Region's only form of 
bid security is digital bid 
bonds. Vendors must con- 
tact their surety provider in 
advance to arrange for the 
preparation of a digital bid 
bond, as this process can 
take several weeks. 

Patricia Caza, Director of 
Procurement for the Re- 
gion of Peel, says the initia- 
tive’s intentions are to 
‘modernize our service to 


the vendor community’ via 
making the bid submission 
process ‘more seamless 
and accessible’. 

The electronic bidding 
process results in mini- 
mized paper usage and 
time saved for vendors in 
hopes to reduce the Re- 
gion's carbon footprint. 

Additional benefits in- 
clude increased access to 
bid postings from agencies 
as well as automatic notifi- 
cation of new bid opportu- 
nities. 

The system will cost ven- 
dors an annual subscrip- 
tion fee of $165 or a 
one-time, pay-per-bid op- 
tion available for $45 per 
bid. The bid documents are 
accessible for preview on- 
line for free. 

Vendors are encouraged 
to contact their sureties in 
advance to their bid sub- 
mission in order to arrange 
the acquisition of any re- 
quired digital bid bonds 
and ensure bid bond avail- 
ability for submission on 
closing. 

For more information on 
the initiative and the plat- 
form, visit www.peelre- 
gion.ca/purchasing. 


Being conscious of the mind and body 


by Elizabeth Banf 


What does “being con- 
scious” mean? 

We are all walking around 
or existing in a conscious 
state. Every day, hour, 
minute or second, we are 
feeling, hearing, seeing and 
existing. 

So why do we not feel, 
hear, or see? Why do we 
want to dispel all of this with 
drugs, alcohol, bad behav- 
iours, and sensitive-less feel- 
ings? We overload without 
discernment. We don’t dis- 
tinguish. 

We are full and still can’t 
relate. We know so much but 
lack knowledge of compre- 
hending ourselves and oth- 
ers. We_ stress and are 
depressed continuously and 
lack remediation. So how do 
we start or stop? 

When I am doing a work- 
shop on stress or meditation, 
I ask each of the attendees 
why are they there and how 
are they feeling. They all say 
“fine” and they are just there 
to find out about the subject. 

Next, I ask them “where do 
they feel their tension?” and 


they usually don’t know or 
reply with the usual shoul- 
ders are sore. 

Next, I ask them to close 
their eyes and plant their 
feet. Now it is different. I go 
through a body scan with 
them starting from their feet 
all the way to the top of their 
head. 

For each body part, I ask 
“how does your __ feel?” 
Is it warm or cool? Is it tense 
or relaxed? Can you feel it or 
not? 

At the end, when they open 
their eyes, I always get differ- 
ent answers from them. 
They have felt where they 
hold their tension differently 
and are quite surprised be- 
cause they didn’t realize it. 

Some just revert back to 
their “normal” state and have 
very little to say to me. Oth- 
ers are more conscious of 
how they feel. These I can 
help. 

I can now go through 
breathing and awareness ex- 
ercises. They are open to 
them. It always amazes me 
how once they can connect 


how receptive they are to 
what they can do to help 
themselves. 

This is what it is about. 
Only they can help them- 
selves. I always say they are 
their own “Knight in Shining 
Armour”. 

They don’t have to wait for 
anyone else to show up. It is 
all about helping themselves 
live a better life. 

Being conscious is being 
aware of your feelings/ac- 
tions and how they are af- 
fecting you. It is a complete 
feeling. There is so much 
more we can learn when we 
are conscious of what and 
who we represent. 

I think = Iam. 

I react/respond = I hurt or 
motivate. 

I change = I sense a differ- 
ence good or bad. I change 
consciously. 

I see myself/others = I 
know and accept myself and 
others better. 

I let go/release = I realize 
timing of my actions/reac- 
tions. 

I live = I make healthier de- 


cisions and am more deci- 
sive. 

Being conscious — it will 
make you better able to deal 


with the moments in your 
life! It is a good thing. 


Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Photo Courtesy of Pixabay.com 


Reg. Cdn. Reflexology 
Therapist, 
Core Optimum Health 


Author, Meditation Series 
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April kicks off with Easter Egg Hunt in Brampton 


Last week, Brampton- 
North MP Ruby Sahota 
kicked off the spring season 
with a community Easter 
Egg Hunt. 

Members of the com- 


SN 


ee 


munity were invited to par- 
ticipate in a friendly compe- 
tition, with more than one 
hundred children searching 
for deviously-placed Easter 


eggs. 


“My staff and I wanted 
to host something for the 
children,” said Sahota. 

“We knew we had to 
turn this into an annual 


event when many of the 
children participated told 
us this was their “best 
Easter ever” and they want 
to come back next year.” 
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Walk a Pet for Charity This May! 


The Mississauga Humane 
Society will host its annual Pet 
Fest and Walkathon on Saturday, 
May 19 at Mississauga Valley 
Park, featuring a full day of excit- 
ing activities for pets and their 
owners. 

Pets of all shapes and sizes 
will be able to participate in an ex- 
anne. walk around the park, 
which runs from 12 - 2 p.m. 

In addition, guests will have 
the opportunity to take part in 
several exciting activities, includ- 
ing a community garage sale, 
silent auction, marketplace, food 
vendors and much more. 

Don’t forget to dress your pet 
up for the “Best Dressed Doggie 
Contest”, which runs from 1- 


1:30 p.m. Those interested in par- 
ticipating in the contest are asked 
to pre-register by emailing 
info@mississaugahumanesoci- 
ety.com. 

Participants in the walk can 
raise pledges to make a difference 
in the Miss. Humane Society’s 
work. Pledges will go towards vet- 
erinary care of rescued animals in 
the city. 

The Humane Society will 
also be collecting gifts for the 
silent auction. Donations of gifts 
of any kind are accepted. 

For more information on the 
Walkathon or to download a 
pledge form, visit www.missis- 
saugahumanesociety.com. 


Native art showcased at new AGM exhibition 


The Art Gallery of Missis- 
sauga will partner with 
BACA (Biennale d'art con- 
temporain autochtone) to 
present the 2018 Contempo- 
rary Native Art Biennial, 
from Nov. 1 - Dec. 20. 

The exhibition, which is in 
its fourth year, will kick off at 
four venues in Montreal be- 
fore travelling to the AGM, a 
new partnering institution. 

For the 2018 edition, the 
Aboriginal Curatorial Collec- 
tive will present the 
Tiohtia:ke Project, which 
ee contemporary In- 

igenous art within and out- 
side the province of Quebec, 
utilizin Montréal / 
Tiohtia:ke as a central gath- 
ering place. 

The Contemporary Native 
Art Biennial is a long-term 
project to recognize and sup- 


port eoutenpy, Indige- 
nous art and artists. This 
year’s exhibition will also put 
the spotlight on Indigenous 
women artists, bringing to- 
gether artistic production of 
native women from commu- 
nities around the continent 
under the title “My Sister / 
Ma soeur”. 

"The shared knowledge 
and experience we have wit 
our sisters extends beyond 
direct kinship. We are linked 
to sisterhood through com- 
mon interests and solidarity. 
Sisters, female cousins, and 
friends merge into a sister- 
hood envisioning futures. We 
learn from them, mourn 
them, fight for them, laugh 
and cry with them, and sup- 
i each other in our daily 
ives and struggles,” said co- 
creators Niki Little and Becca 


Sinuosity, from the Tiohtia:ke Project (Submitted Photo) 


Taylor in a shared statement 
last week. 

“Our sisters hold our se- 
crets and understand our 
complexities. Relationships 
between sisters require no 
context: they are deeply 
rooted in _ understanding. 
Whether relationships were 
formed from birth, child- 
hood or as an adult, these 
women and confidantes are 
our source of power, under- 
standing, and love. We build 
strong bonds that have the 
ability to change our lives, in- 
fluencing who we are or who 
we will become.” 

The curators also said that 
the exhibition examines the 
relationship between Indige- 
nous sisters who grew up to- 
gether, who have _ been 
separated by long distances, 
who protest within and out- 
side of communities, and 
who share the knowledge 
and experience of inter-gen- 
erational trauma. 

“This exhibition is about 
sisterhood, highlighting 
many different relationships 
between sisters, whether or 
not they are related by blood, 
and from different nations,” 
they said. 

“The works in this exhibi- 
tion extend beyond an indi- 
vidual practice. Through 
collaboration and conversa- 
tion we will explore the di- 
verse and complex 
relationships sisters share 
using Indigenous ideas and 
exploration of this kinship to 
share stories, grievances, 
sacrifice, protest, and love." 


AGM Art Auction Kicks Off In Three Weeks 


There’s not long to go be- 
fore the AGM’s Benefit Art 
Auction kicks off with a 
showcase of contemporary 
Canadian works of art from 
emerging and established 
artists 

Square One is once again 
sponsoring the annual auc- 
tion, which will be held in 
the south fashion wing of 
the mall on Thursday, Apr. 
26. 

This year’s event will in- 
clude a live auction with 
more than 40 pieces of art, 
including works by Karl 
Appel, Gil Caldwell, J.C 


AGM 


ART GALLERY OF MISSISSAUGA 


Heywood, Robin Holling- 
drake, Gavin Lynch and 
more. 

All proceeds from the 
auction will go towards the 
expansion of community- 
based programs for chil- 
dren and youth in 
Mississauga. 

“We are excited to part- 
ner with (program man- 
ager) Mandy Salter and the 
AGM staff in bringing art 
directly to the community,” 
said Square One general 
manager Greg Taylor. 

Art works will be exhib- 
ited onsite near the Rolex 


Boutique during a week- 
long preview, which will 
open to the public on Apr. 
19 and run until Apr. 25, 
from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily. 

Doors will open at 7 p.m. 
on the day of the auction 
for a cocktail reception fea- 
turing live entertainment. 

The auction itself will 
begin at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are available for 
$80 each, with VIP tickets 
running for $120. 

To purchase tickets, call 
the AGM at (905) 896- 
5088 or email agm.con- 
nect @mississauga.ca. 
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We begin streaming May 2, 2018 at 7 am 


We are looking for radio hosts 
for our Monday to Friday 
schedule. 
Businees, Politics, 

Arts & Entertainment,Sports. 
If interested call 905-990-2034 


